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Karen Chili Production Adhering to Good Agricultural Practice by Farmers in
Mae Hong Son Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study general social and economic state of farmers
who had produced Galiang chilies in Mae Hong Son Province; (2) to study the state of their Galiang
chili production; (3) to study their knowledge of Galiang chili production; (4) to study their adoption
level of Galiang chili production adhering to good agricultural practice both in their real practice and
opinions;and (5) to study their problems and suggestions on Galiang chili production adhering to good
agricultural practice. The population in this study was 150 farmers in Mueang Mae Hong Son District,
Mae Sariang District, Mae La Noi District, Khun Yuam District, and Sop Moei District of Mae Hong
Son Province, 30 farmers/district,who had produced Galiang chilies and participated in the project on
safety Galiang chili production extension and development in Mae Hong Son Province in 2013-2014.
The data were collected by interviewing all of the studied farmers without random sampling using
structural interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, and standard deviation. The
findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were male, with average age at
36.62 years. The average of their family members was 5.99 persons. The average size of their area used
for planting Galiang chilies was 7.45 Rai. The average of their family income was 78,727.10 Baht/year.
Their average labor in planting Galiang chilies was 4.17 persons. The average period of their
experience in planting Galiang chilies was 15.62 years. (2) the studied farmers mostly planted their
Galiang chilies on the plain around the foothills where the soil was loose and sandy. There was no soil
preparation before planting their Galiang chilies, and all of their Galiang chili tribe seeds were the
seeds they had stored at home without testing the growth of their chili seeds before planting them.
Their water supply was from the rain only. They planted their Galiang chilies by sowing the chili seeds.
They used their labor in eliminating weeds along with chemical substances application. The average
quantity of their produce was 203.10 Kilograms. They mostly distributed their produce to local
merchants. (3) it was found that 64.7% of the studied farmers had the knowledge of Galiang chili
production at high level. They were transferred the knowledge as a farmer group at the highest level.
(4) the studied farmers adopted the application of good agricultural practice for their Galiang chili
production in opinions at high level (average point at 3.96), and 48.67% of them adopted it in their real
practice at medium level. And (5) the studied farmers had the most important problems in 2 issues; the
first one was the lack of knowledge of plant disease/insect elimination (average point at 4.51); the
second one was the lack of machines and equipment in drying off their produce, such as the drying
machines and ground for drying off their chilies in the sun. They suggested that the government should
have supplied them with production factors with good quality, transferred them the knowledge of chili
tribe seed storage, the produce management after harvesting, the produce processing, and the
packaging development. And they suggested that agricultural extension officials should have followed
up the operation of these processes continuously.

Keywords: Good agricultural practice, Farmers who produce galiang chilies, Mae Hong Son Province
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